Weapons of mass destruction and the role of the neurosurgeon.
The desire to assist in a crisis should be tempered by a serious assessment of the technical preparation one has undertaken. Additionally, in the same way that a needs assessment is undertaken before prescribing a course of treatment, one should evaluate the actual staffing requirements of the situation. Many physician volunteers were turned away after the World Trade Center attacks because the overwhelming response of available medical personnel quickly exceeded the requirement. Finally, the duration and intensity of preparation should be based on a realistic evaluation of the likelihood of an event occurring that would necessitate use of the training. Before jumping into action in a situation in which weapons of mass destruction have been used, several issues must be addressed. Prior to the crisis, all professionals, neurosurgeons included, should ask how they can prepare themselves and their communities. During the crisis, neurosurgeons should evaluate their roles based on specialized triage training and experience, personal and equipment decontamination training, and the importance of neurosurgical skills. Finally, one should continually ask if there is anything he/she should be doing during the crisis in addition to performing neurosurgical tasks.